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BOBBESS@BIGP OND .NET .AU 
Although sodden, our Centenary 

Pennant is still flying.  

BATHROOM PROJECTS 
    ON TIME . .ON BUDGET! 
Project Director John Brodie reports that the exten-
sive toilet renovations will be close to completion  
when this edition goes to press. 
Both Federal and State government grants assisted. 
Thank you Paul Fletcher and Jonathan O’Dea!  

WEATHER EXTREMES PUT 
PRESSURE ON THE CLUB 

VALE 
 

Former President 
Cyril Vahtrick  
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Former Member 
Gordon Beale 
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Former Member Bill 
Harvey OAM 
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Former Member 
Ron Jacobs DFC 
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Maurie Battye 
and Julie Dunn 
enjoy a drink and 

chat after  
Thursday 

 L J Hooker 
Big Day Triples. 

Weather has been “the Hot Topic” in recent 
weeks and statistically quite appropriate. The 
Bureau tells us that the hottest January/February 
on record has been followed by a March con-
tending to be the wettest! The upshot has been 
quite drastic for club revenue.  
In the first three months our greens have been 
closed for 15 bowling days! Four days called off 
through excessive temperature and eleven closed by 
rain. Measured quite modestly, KBC has forgone 
$10,000 in green fees and bar trade, which creates a 
very difficult situation for management striving to 
avoid trading losses and consequent damage to our 
balance sheet. 

Continued on Page 2. 



 
 I am very pleased to inform  
members that the vacancy on the 
Board, which has existed since 
the Annual General Meeting, has 
been filled by John Cameron . 

John has been of enormous help over the last 3 
years with respect to updating our technological sys-
tems and is a great addition to the Board as our lat-
est Director. 
The construction of the unisex toilet for the disabled 
has been completed on schedule and under budget 
and it is a most welcome addition to the clubhouse. 
At the time of writing, the refurbishment of the Men’s 
Bathroom is well underway and should be completed 
in early April. The toilet for the disabled is fully 
funded by the grants we have received from the 
State and Federal Governments and the balance of 
the Centenary Fund will be used to pay for the Men’s       
Bathroom refurbishment. 
 I thank all members for their co-operation during the 
period that the works are being undertaken.  
I particularly thank John Brodie and John Rayner 
for their help and expertise in getting this work under-
taken by Stream Constructions and for the enormous 
amount of diligence they have shown in searching 
out and purchasing the PC Items for the “best price” 
all of which are under budget. 
We have now updated our systems both with Wi-Fi 
available to all in the clubhouse and with payment for 
drinks and green fees available by “tap and go”. 
Brian Perkins has reorganized our phone systems 
so effectively that the cost of installing the “tap and 
go” is cost positive.  
The weather has been very unkind recently and has 
affected the number of playing days to such a large 
extent that this will have a negative affect on our in-
come so I encourage members to play as often as 
they can once the weather improves. “Feet on the 
green” is what we need and is essential for our long 
term survival.  
                                DaleDaleDaleDale 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Dale McBean  
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 From Front leader 
 

There have also been collateral consequences: Our Sue 
springs immediately to mind. Our Selectors and match or-
ganisers have also been given a giant headache in the midst 
of Cyril South and Pennant competitions. Catch-up 
matches are being scheduled for Sundays! 
Take up our Chairman’s call: Get feet on the green this 
coming quarter. 

Managed by Directors Brian  
Perkins and John Cameron , big 
changes in communications have 
been installed in the club in the last 
quarter. These major improvements 
have been achieved with savings of 
about $1,000 per annum. More and 
better for less! Great work Brian 
and John!!  
New Telephone System 
The old fixed line phones, rented 

from Telstra, have been removed and replaced with 
modern digital/cordless appliances in office and bar. 
These handsets can be used practically anywhere in 
the clubhouse. Our Sue can now continue to serve 
at the bar and answer the phone at the same time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New arrangements in the Roll-Up Room. 
There are now two phones provided for roll-up (see 
picture above):- 

The large primary handset is for incoming calls 
only (9498 1851) and has an integrated an-
swering machine. The old system based on 
101 messaging has been deleted.  
Members may call in before roll-up time and 
leave a message. 

The smaller secondary handset (9498 2633) is 
mainly for outbound calls;  

However, should the primary phone be en-
gaged, incoming calls will come to this phone 
Enabling two roll-up calls to be dealt with at the 
same time. 

Other aspects: 
If both phones are engaged, the busy signal 
will prompt the caller to try again.  
Telstra’s 101 system is not used. 
The second handset can be used to make out-
ward calls without blocking the main roll-up 
number.   Continued next page  

MAJOR TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES 
BRING MEMBER CONVENIENCE 

AND COST SAVINGS. 

Brian Perkins 



The last report mentioned the 
hot weather had resulted in 
many lost playing days. Un-

fortunately the wet weather is 
having the same effect. 

The final of the Singles Champion-
ship will be played hopefully on Friday 17 March 
between Julie Halliday  and Ngoc Hau and we 
wish them well. 
Documents from NSWWBA concerning hot 
weather guidelines and correct uniform have 
been pinned on the Board. 
KWBC would like the Board repositioned so that 
notices are not left hanging in the passageway. 
I have asked Sue Cleary to help me fill in yet an-
other form online re number and type of players 
at Killara.  Sue is a great help to me and I ac-
knowledge this. 
The women have no problem with sharing their 
toilet and just love the new one. 

            ElizabethElizabethElizabethElizabeth        

KWBC SPOKESWOMAN 
ELIZABETH DOKULIL  
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This took place in North Carolina . A lawyer 
purchased a box of very rare and expensive 
cigars, then insured them against, among other 
things, fire. Within a month, having smoked 
his entire stockpile of these great cigars, the 
lawyer filed a claim against the insurance 
company. In his claim, the lawyer stated the 

cigars were lost "in a series of small fires." The insurance company 
refused to pay, citing the obvious reason, that the man had con-
sumed the cigars in the normal fashion. 
The lawyer sued - and WON! (Stay with me.) 
Delivering the ruling, the judge agreed with the insurance com-
pany that the claim was frivolous. The judge stated nevertheless, 
that the lawyer held a policy from the company, in which it had 
warranted that the cigars were insurable and also guaranteed that it 
would insure them against fire, without defining what is consid-
ered to be unacceptable 'fire' and was obligated to pay the claim. 
Rather than endure lengthy and costly appeal process, the insur-
ance company accepted the ruling and paid $15,000 to the lawyer 
for his loss of the cigars that perished in the 'fires'. 
NOW FOR THE BEST PART... 
After the lawyer cashed the cheque, the insurance company had 
him arrested on 24 counts of ARSON!!! With his own insurance 
claim and testimony from the previous case being used against 
him, the lawyer was convicted of intentionally burning his insured 
property and was sentenced to 24 months in jail and a $24,000 
fine.      

PROGREEN  

Members are reminded that whilst it is 

courteous for them to say hello to the 

ProGreen staff and other contractors 

working in the Club area, they should not 

either raise questions with them or offer 

comment to them regarding either the 

state of the greens or their work.  

As a protocol for good management any 

such questions or comments regarding 

the conditions of the greens should be di-

rected to either Tony Hodgson, as Chair-

man of the Greens Committee, or to my-

self so that any misunderstanding or con-

flict is avoided. In this way good relation-

ships with ProGreen will be maintained. 

Dale McBean  

(Chairman) 

From page 2 . . . 
EFTPOS Cashless transactions 
With the installation of an EFTPOS 
terminal, members may use credit or 
debit cards for transactions including 
bar purchases, green fees, match 
fees, carnival payments and annual 
subscriptions. 
WIFI for members 
Members can now connect to WIFI free of charge 

within the club on mobile devices includ-
ing  phones, pads and laptop com-
puters. 
This facility is also 
available for club hir-
ers (Probus and 
Bridge) and visitors 

on request. 
Members wanting to use WIFI 
should ask Sue for pass 
words. 
Change of email address 
Please check your computer 
address book and contact 
lists to ensure you are using the correct email ad-
dress. The address is:- 

admin@killarabowlingclub.com.au 

TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES BRING  
CONVENIENCE AND COST SAVINGS. 

John Cameron 
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As Chairman Dale 
McBean reported in 
our January edition, 27 
new members joined 
last year and we are 
organising for an equal 
number this year by re-
vising and reprinting 
our New Member 
materials. 
The Illustrated booklet 
will be available by mid 
April. To obtain a copy, 
speak to your coach or    

         club President. 
 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE GENEROUS  
FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION GIVEN BY KEN 
AND JENNY WALLIS OF TURRAMURRA 
BOWLS SHOP. 
See their advertisement below and please give 
them your business! 

TurraMurra Bowls Shop 
       Shop 1, 1390 Pacific Highway 
          Turramurra NSW 2074 

Mon, Tue, Thu and Fri  9.30am - 4.30pm 
Wed and Sat 9.00am - 12 Noon 
Sun and Public Holidays - Closed 
 

Tel/Fax 02 9988 0199 
Email: rips8@bigpond.com 

We have all the gear forWe have all the gear forWe have all the gear forWe have all the gear for    

    Killara bowlers!Killara bowlers!Killara bowlers!Killara bowlers!    
    
    

       Ken and Jenny Wallis 

 

GGGGUUUUIIIIDDDDEEEE    BBBBOOOOOOOOKKKK    

FFFFOOOORRRR    

NNNNEEEEWWWW    MMMMEEEEMMMMBBBBEEEERRRRSSSS 

                    GORDON ASHLEY BEALE   

           KBC member 1992— 2003 Aged 85 years 
Sadly missed by his loving wife Rita, children Karen and Chris 
and their families. 
Gordon was born in Assam and was educated partly in India and 
then at the Royal Masonic School at Bushey near London. He met 
his wife Rita and was married in 1954 in England. He graduated 
in Architecture in 1958 and then did his National Service in the 
British Army of the Rhine with the rank of Major in the Royal 
Engineers. 
Gordon was a talented architect, he and Rita emigrated as Ten 
Pound Poms to Sydney in 1964. He took a job with Dick Dussel-
dorp of Lend Lease Corporation where he and David Thorne, an 
Engineer, worked during its development stage. They have the 
credit for the design and construction of some of the major build-
ings in Sydney, including 1 O’Connell Street.  He then became a 
Project Manager with Civil and Civic. He negotiated the Lend 
Lease/Obayashi Corporation Joint Venture. 
He joined Killara Bowling Club in 1992 and was a competent 
bowler and a very good member of this Club. We derived great 
benefit from his architectural skills during his membership and 
are indebted to him for his great contribution to the Club. 
The present Club house was built using two ex-army huts placed 
side by side. The valley between the two pitched roofs was 
drained by a gutter which overflowed regularly during heavy rain 
causing ceiling and floor damage. Gordon solved this by design-
ing a flat roof to cover the valley. This has been totally effective, 
providing a weatherproof Club Room. This made possible the 
installation of the air-conditioning in 2005.     John Muirhead. 



 
I had expected to report on 
our Club Dinner scheduled 
for Friday March 10th but 
sadly it could not be held 
due to insufficient num-
bers. Was this unfortunate 

timing for you or are there other issues that the 
Functions Committee need to provide for? 
Functions are very important to the club, not 
just socially but also to supplement revenue 
and sustain our viability. 
The Social Committee has sent an email to 
all members (Saturday 25th March) please 
complete the questionnaire and return it to 
the club, by email or by hand to Sue Cleary. 
If you are not on email, please ask Sue for a 
copy of the questionnaire.  
Your feedback will assist us in planning for fu-
ture events. Please help us make our social 
program better for you.  JudyJudyJudyJudy 

 FUNCTIONS  
 ORGANISER 
Judy McLeod  
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Bill Harvey was a  Saturday 
bowler and a quiet and reserved 
fellow. If you had bowled with 
him you would know he is quite 
capable of putting down a good 
bowl. Perhaps you would not be 
surprised if you knew he has 
been playing since 1973 when 
he joined Pymble BC. His 
wife's illness and Pymble’s de-
mise curtailed his participation 
for a time and until he joined us 
in 2008. 
Born in Dubbo in 1927, Bill 
made his early life in the coun-
try particularly in Armidale 
where he practised Dentistry 
and subsequently Orthodonti-

stry in Macquarie Street, Eastwood and Pymble. Bill’s dedica-
tion to The Spastic Centre of NSW as an Honorary Orthodontist 
for 23 years earned him National recognition with the award of 
the Order of Australia Medal  in the 2007 Honours List 

DR.WILLIAM JOHN 
 HARVEY OAM 

Member 2008—2013 
Aged 90 

WITH A MOST WELCOME GRANT 

FROM COUNCIL WE HAVE BEEN 

ABLE TO REPLACE ALL RINK 

NUMBERS. 

Ian Calder, a member of our 
Grants Committee, presents 
old and new. 

 Our coaches really need col-
oured bowls for coaching 
purposes to maintain the in-
terest of potential recruits ; at 
the urging  of Julie Halliday 
we recently filed an applica-

tion to the NSW Office of Sport and Recreation for a grant for 5 
sets. This has been successful and soon Julie will be purchasing 
5 sets of lovely new coloured bowls for the club for coaching 
and bare foot bowls purposes.    Don ReadeDon ReadeDon ReadeDon Reade     

CONGRATULATIONS ON ANOTHER SUCCESS FOR OUR 
GRANTS COMMITTEE . 

Angela Merkel arrives at Passport Angela Merkel arrives at Passport Angela Merkel arrives at Passport Angela Merkel arrives at Passport 
Control in Athens airport.Control in Athens airport.Control in Athens airport.Control in Athens airport.    
“Nationality?”asks the immigra-“Nationality?”asks the immigra-“Nationality?”asks the immigra-“Nationality?”asks the immigra-
tion officer.tion officer.tion officer.tion officer.    
“ German,” she replies.“ German,” she replies.“ German,” she replies.“ German,” she replies.    
    “Occupation?”“Occupation?”“Occupation?”“Occupation?”    
“No, just here for a few days.”“No, just here for a few days.”“No, just here for a few days.”“No, just here for a few days.”    

As the coffin was being lowered into the ground at the Parking Officer’s  
Funeral, a voice from inside screams: “I’m not dead, I’m not dead. Let me 
out!” The Vicar smiles, leans forward and mutters . . “Too late mate, the  
paperwork’s already done.” 

$1,000 GRANT 
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 Centenary Celebration 

 February 20, 2016 
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1. Teaching Arithmetic In 1950s  
 A timber cutter sells a truckload of timber for 
$100. His cost of production is 4/5 of the 
price. What is his profit? 
 2. Teaching Maths In 1970s  
 A timber cutter sells a truckload of timber for 
$100. His cost of production is 4/5 of the 
price, or $80. What is his profit? 
 3. Teaching Maths In 1980s 
 A timber cutter sells a truckload of timber 
for £100. 
His cost of production is £80. Did he make a 
profit ? 
Yes or No  
 4. Teaching Maths In 1990s  
 A timber cutter sells a truckload of timber 
for $100. His cost of production 
is $80 and his profit is $20. Your assign-
ment: Underline the number 20.  
 5. Teaching Maths In 2000s  
 A timber cutter cuts down a beautiful 
 forest because he is selfish and 

inconsiderate and cares nothing for the habitat 
of animals or the preservation of our woodlands. 
He does this so he can make a profit of $20. 
What do you think of this way of making a liv-
ing?  
Topic for class participation after answering the 
question: How did the birds and possums and 
Koalas feel as the logger cut down their homes?  
(There are no wrong answers, feel free to ex-
press your feelings  
e.g, anger, anxiety, inadequacy, helplessness 
etc.) 
Should you require debriefing at conclusion of 
exam there are counsellors available to assist 
you adjust back into the real world. 
 
 6. Teaching Maths In 2050  
. دوالر 0 10هاتشيرو تبيع كارلواد من نهاب 

كيف الكثيرمن المال . دوالراً  80تكلفة اإلنتاج هو
 ولم؟

Dear Sir,Dear Sir,Dear Sir,Dear Sir,    

I have a Benefit Question :
I have a Benefit Question :
I have a Benefit Question :
I have a Benefit Question :    

Many years ago, I married a widow out of love, who had an 

Many years ago, I married a widow out of love, who had an 

Many years ago, I married a widow out of love, who had an 

Many years ago, I married a widow out of love, who had an 

18181818----yearyearyearyear----old daughter. After the wedding, my father, a wid-
old daughter. After the wedding, my father, a wid-
old daughter. After the wedding, my father, a wid-
old daughter. After the wedding, my father, a wid-

ower, came to visit a number of times, and he fell in love 

ower, came to visit a number of times, and he fell in love 

ower, came to visit a number of times, and he fell in love 

ower, came to visit a number of times, and he fell in love 

with my stepwith my stepwith my stepwith my step----daughter. My father eventually married her 
daughter. My father eventually married her 
daughter. My father eventually married her 
daughter. My father eventually married her 

without my authorisation.
without my authorisation.
without my authorisation.
without my authorisation.    

As a result, my stepAs a result, my stepAs a result, my stepAs a result, my step----daughter legally became my step
daughter legally became my step
daughter legally became my step
daughter legally became my step----

mother and my father my son
mother and my father my son
mother and my father my son
mother and my father my son----inininin----law. My father's wife 

law. My father's wife law. My father's wife law. My father's wife 

(also my step(also my step(also my step(also my step----daughter) and my step
daughter) and my stepdaughter) and my stepdaughter) and my step----mother, gave birth to 

mother, gave birth to mother, gave birth to mother, gave birth to 

a son who is my grandchild because I am the husband of 

a son who is my grandchild because I am the husband of 

a son who is my grandchild because I am the husband of 

a son who is my grandchild because I am the husband of 

my stepmy stepmy stepmy step----daughter'sdaughter'sdaughter'sdaughter's    mother. This boy is also my brother, as 
mother. This boy is also my brother, as 
mother. This boy is also my brother, as 
mother. This boy is also my brother, as 

the son of my father. As you can see, my wife became a 

the son of my father. As you can see, my wife became a 

the son of my father. As you can see, my wife became a 

the son of my father. As you can see, my wife became a 

grandmother, because she is the mother of my father's 

grandmother, because she is the mother of my father's 

grandmother, because she is the mother of my father's 

grandmother, because she is the mother of my father's 

wife.wife.wife.wife.    Therefore, it appears that I
Therefore, it appears that I
Therefore, it appears that I
Therefore, it appears that I        am also my wife's grand-

am also my wife's grand-
am also my wife's grand-
am also my wife's grand-

child..child..child..child..    
A short time after these events, my wife gave birth to a son, 

A short time after these events, my wife gave birth to a son, 

A short time after these events, my wife gave birth to a son, 

A short time after these events, my wife gave birth to a son, 

who became my father's brother
who became my father's brother
who became my father's brother
who became my father's brother----inininin----law, the steplaw, the steplaw, the steplaw, the step----son of my son of my son of my son of my 

father's wife, and my uncle. My son is also my step

father's wife, and my uncle. My son is also my step
father's wife, and my uncle. My son is also my step
father's wife, and my uncle. My son is also my step----

mother's brother, and through my step
mother's brother, and through my step
mother's brother, and through my step
mother's brother, and through my step----mother, my wife has 

mother, my wife has mother, my wife has mother, my wife has 

become a grandmother and I have become my own grandfa-

become a grandmother and I have become my own grandfa-

become a grandmother and I have become my own grandfa-

become a grandmother and I have become my own grandfa-

ther. In light of the above
ther. In light of the above
ther. In light of the above
ther. In light of the above    mentioned, I would like to know 

mentioned, I would like to know 
mentioned, I would like to know 
mentioned, I would like to know 

the following:the following:the following:the following:    

Does my son, who is also my uncle, my father's son
Does my son, who is also my uncle, my father's son
Does my son, who is also my uncle, my father's son
Does my son, who is also my uncle, my father's son----inininin----law, law, law, law, 

and my stepand my stepand my stepand my step----mother's brother fulfil the requirements for 
mother's brother fulfil the requirements for 
mother's brother fulfil the requirements for 
mother's brother fulfil the requirements for 

receiving childcare benefits?
receiving childcare benefits?
receiving childcare benefits?
receiving childcare benefits?    

Sincerely yours,Sincerely yours,Sincerely yours,Sincerely yours,    

MohammedMohammedMohammedMohammed  

 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Minister, Dear Sir, 
In reply to your letter. Your son, in-deed all of the persons mentioned in your letter, qualify for benefits. Please make applications to the branch of the Department of Human Services in your location of residence as soon as you arrive in Australia. We wish you a pleasant and safe  journey. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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Cyril Vahtrick joined KBC in 1992 and served in many 
Executive capacities including President. He was a good 
bowler ( both the Minor and Major Pairs). An unassuming 
man, he has a distinguished record professionally and in 
the Services. 
Cyril was born in Tallinn, the Capital of Estonia in 1923. 
With his parents, he migrated to Australia in 1926, landing 
in Brisbane, where he spent three weeks in measles quar-
antine without his parents. This was a terrifying time, as 
he had no knowledge of English. The family moved on to 
the North Queensland town of Tully where 
Cyril started school at age five. In 1930, they 
moved to Sydney where in due course Cyril 
completed his Leaving Certificate at Fort 
Street Boys' High School and entered Sydney 
University in 1940 to study for a Science De-
gree. At the end of 1941, Japan bombed 
Pearl Harbor and moved rapidly down 
through South East Asia. The bombing of 
Darwin convinced Cyril, at the age of 18 that 
he should quit his studies and apply to enlist 
in the RAAF - to fly planes, of course! The 
recruiting officer had other ideas and so with 
his strong study background in mathematics 
and physics Cyril found himself, in 1942, on training 
courses leading to qualifications in then highly secret Ra-
dar. In the RAAF, he worked in the Radar headquarters in 
Sydney and from there he went on assignment to Darwin, 
where he was engaged in installing new equipment at vari-
ous Radar sites. 
On one occasion he was sent to do an installation on North 
Goulburn Island in the Arafura Sea just off  Arnhem Land. 
He was flown to a small airstrip located on an adjacent 

island, South Goulburn Island. This was home to an Abo-
riginal mission station and an Aborigine crew transported 
Radar personnel to the North Island by boat or canoe. 
While Cyril was waiting for the boat to be readied, the 
new missionary told him that, a few weeks earlier the pre-
vious missionary was out in the boat with some of the 
Aborigines when a Japanese sea plane landed and took 
him off at gunpoint.  
Towards the end of the war, Cyril was put through further 
training in the very latest Radar techniques using micro-
wave frequencies and then he was posted to a Catalina 
squadron to work on this equipment. 
Cyril resumed  university studies after the war and gradu-
ated B.Sc, majoring in mathematics and physics. With this 
experience, he sought a career in electronics. He joined 
Civil Aviation and was responsible for the installation of 
communication and navigation aids for air routes through-
out NSW. In 1954, Cyril joined the Overseas Telecommu-
nications Commission (OTC) in charge of constructing 
short wave radio transmission and reception facilities 
which had to be ready for the additional international com-
munication load expected from the 1956 Olympic Games 
to be held in Melbourne. 
In 1959, he was posted to London to join a team planning 
and designing the first coaxial submarine cable across the 
Pacific. The cable connected across Canada with a similar 
cable across the Atlantic to UK and was formally opened 
in 1963. By this time, the alternative concept of relaying 
high quality international telephone communications via 
Satellite was also fast emerging and Cyril was appointed a 
foundation member of the Board of INTELSAT which, in 
1965, launched an experimental/operational satellite 

which provided high quality telephone com-
munications links across the Atlantic. It 
could also provide television relay. In Febru-
ary, 1967, the first fully commercial global 
telecommunications satellite was placed into  
orbit over the Pacific, activated by signals 
from an OTC satellite earth station installed 
by Cyril's team at Carnarvon, W.A. 
In later years, Cyril went on to chair an inter-
national Organizational Panel which worked 
to set up INMARSAT, the global maritime 
telecommunications organization with head-
quarters in London. 
In 1983, at age 60, Cyril decided to retire 

from the very heavy burden of overseas travel which had 
been his lot. Instead, he started up a consultancy company. 
He fully retired in 1991 as a consequence of a heart by-
pass operation. 
In April 1949 he married Maie Mclnnes leading to daugh-
ter Ann, a son Richard and four grandchildren. On retire-
ment, Cyril and Maie moved to Stanhope Street Killara 
and Cyril took up bowls. Both were active in the club’s 
social activities.                                            RHB 

VALE 

CYRIL VAHTRICK  
Member 1992 - 2003 

President 1997 – 1999 
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Prize Day, 21st January, President John Rothwell stands 
with Club Champion Rod Henriks and Martin 
McMurray, former President (2008-10) and the initiator 
and donor of the Ian Cameron-Smith Trophy. The 
magnificent cup in Rod’s hands is retained by him. A 
much larger and splendid perpetual Trophy is on display 
in our Cabinet. A wonderful gesture from Martin. 
Rod has been Club Champion on five occasions. 

Story  from a Kansas 
State Highway Patrol 
officer : 
I made a traffic stop 
on an elderly lady 
the other day for 
speeding on U.S. 166 

Eastbound at Mile Marker 73  just East of Sedan, KS. 
I asked for her driver's license, registration, 
and  proof of insurance. The  lady took out the re-
quired information and handed it to me. In with the 
cards I was somewhat surprised (due to her advanced 
age) to see she had a conceal carry permit. I looked at 
her and asked  if she had a weapon in her possession 
at this time. 
She responded that she indeed had a .45  automatic in 
her glove  box. Something---body  language, or the 
way she said it---made me want to ask if she had any 
other firearms. She did admit to also having a  9mm 
Glock in her centre console. Now I had to ask one 
more time if that was all. She responded once again 
that she did have just one more, a .38 special in her 
purse.   
I then asked her what was she so afraid of: 
 

She looked me right in the eye and said, "Not a 
darned thing”. 



 

Ron Jacobs joined KBC in 2008 and 
although 90, it was not long before we 
experienced his prowess on the green. 
He took up bowls in 1979 on retire-
ment and was  on the Board of Chats-
wood BC. He held other positions on 
Club Committees and as well as play-
ing No.1 Pennants, won numerous 
Club competitions. He was a represen-
tative player for the Upper North 
Shore and won his section in the Dis-
trict Singles.         
He had a proud record as an  airman in 
the RAAF earning a Distinguished 
Flying Cross. He transferred from 
army to RAAF in July 1942. After ele-
mentary training he was classified as 
Air Bomber Navigation and undertook 
advanced training in Canada in bomb-
ing, gunnery, aircraft and ship recog-
nition and at an Air Observer School. 
Posted  to Bomber Command in Eng-
land, he trained on Wellington, Hali-
fax and Lancaster aircraft and then 
completed 17 operations over Europe 
with Squadron 625. The experienced 
crew then transferred to an elite Path-
finder Squadron and Ron received fur-
ther training in the operation of radar 
equipment. 
The Pathfinders led bombing mis-

sions, pin-pointing targets for follow-
ing aircraft.  Ron reminisced : “I com-
pleted another 32 operations as Radar 
Navigator, where my duty was to con-
tinuously plot our flight to ensure that 
the aircraft was on track and on time 
to reach the target as scheduled. The 
co-operation of the Navigator was also 
vital for the Pathfinders to accomplish 
their mission as well as for our sur-
vival. On our 23rd operation, we had a 
frightening experience when we were 
met with a barrage of flack over Gel-
senkerken.  A fragment had pierced 
the fuselage, narrowly missing the 
Wireless Operator, and the pilot or-
dered that our bombs be released im-
mediately and then nosedived to gain 
speed and depart the area. We avoided 
being shot down and brought the air-
craft back to base, where it was found 
to be extensively damaged.   
“After my 49th operation, a daylight 
trip to Essen when once again we 
were targeted with anti-aircraft fire, 
and having completed two operational 
tours, I thought my chances of sur-
vival were diminishing, and I accepted 
the option of retiring from operational 
duties.”  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was awarded the Pathfinder Force 
Badge and presented with the DFC by 
the Duke of Gloucester with the fol-
lowing citation “Pilot Officer Jacobs 
has completed numerous operations 
against the enemy, in the course of 
which he has invariably displayed the 
utmost fortitude, courage and devotion 
to duty”.  He was promoted to Flying 
Officer before his discharge. 
Ron was  married twice and had two 
sons.  Both wives and an adult son 
have pre-deceased him.  
 

 

In the great days 

of the British Em-

pire, a new Com-

manding Officer 

was sent to an out-

post in Africa … to 

relieve the retiring Colonel. Af-

ter welcoming his replacement 

and showing the usual courtesies 

(gin and tonic, cucumber sand-

wiches without crusts, etc) that 

protocol decreed, the retiring 

Colonel said, "You must meet my 

Adjutant, Captain Smithers, he’s 

my right-hand man, he's really 

the strength of this Regiment. 

His talent is simply boundless."  

Smithers was summoned and in-

troduced to the new CO, who was 

surprised to meet a hump-

backed, one-eyed, toothless, 

hairless, scabbed and pock-

marked specimen of humanity, a 

particularly unattractive man 

less than three feet tall. 

"Smithers, old man, tell your new 

CO about yourself."  

"Well, sir, I graduated with hon-

ours from Sandhurst, joined the 

regiment and won the Military 

Cross and Bar after three expe-

ditions behind enemy lines. I've 

represented Great Britain in 

equestrian events, and won a Sil-

ver Medal in the middleweight 

division of the Olympics. I have 

researched the history of ..."  

Here the Colonel interrupted, 

"Yes, yes, never mind that 

Smithers, he can find all that in 

your personnel file.  

 

Tell him about the day you told 

the witch doctor to piss off." 
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MISSION  

ACCOMPLISHED 

FO Ronald Jacobs DFC 

1918—2017 

RON’S MEDALS 
DFC on left  with service 
medals. Pathfinder Badge 
in the centre of ribbons. 



CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
ABN 33 361 646 430 

 

FIRST FLOOR 
20 RAILWAY AVENUE 
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Tel:02 9487 2333 : Fax:02 9487 2109 
 

MANSER TIERNEY & JOHNSTON  

Auditors to 

 Killara Bowling Club Ltd. 
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Instituted by an esteemed  
past President (1994-97), 20 
years ago, the Bob Sinclair 
Place of Origin  pits Sydney 
members against "The Rest" 
in three (3) separate 
matches in the course of the 
financial year. The friendly 
rivalry is always preceded by 
a sausage BBQ and then to 

the greens for triples. 
This writer cannot remember one of these events 
having taken place without Bob’s wife Pat Sinclair 
attending and participating. In the second of this 
year's series, Pat was invited by then President Don 
Buddee to say a few words. Here are some excerpts 
from her comments:- 
" Bob and I joined the club 
in 1984 (before my retire-
ment!) – yes 32 years ago. 
I have seen many changes 
in that time including the 
installation of the new 
kitchen in 1990-91. Gone 
were the days of 
" bring a plate" for twilight 
bowls and waiting for the 
ancient gas stove to go 
BANG! Other changes - 
the culture of the Club, 
changes to the Rules of 
Play, coloured clothing and 
coloured bowls, and in or-
ganization and in management. In the 80's and 90's 
there was more separation of roles within the Club 
management, for instance, the President of the 
Men's and Women's Clubs did not necessarily serve 
on the Board as well. The Presidents and their Com-
mittees and the Board and its Committee have quite 
different roles--- both jobs very demanding with dif-
ferent responsibilities. Bob was certainly busy 
enough as President. It has always been my belief 
that for any club to move forward it must change with 
the times and the prevailing conditions." 
"This has been a wonderful year with a real buzz 
about the Club and with many many members mak-
ing a contribution in very special ways. I'm sure we 
all have a special memory for this Centenary year. I 
want to tell you what mine will be. 
At the February Place of Origin and about 2 weeks 

before the big birthday party, Dave Warren called for 
helpers to paint the railings of the top green and the 
awning supports. I thought maybe this was some-
thing I could help with so I approached my grandson 
Angus Mackay and his best friend Mark Lovell and 
offered to pay them to do the work and they both 
agreed. Both, having just finished the HSC in 2015, 
were saving for activities in the big wide world. Tony 
approved and provided the paint and I the tools to 
execute the job. The guys scraped, primed and 
painted away from 8 am to 6:30pm on a very hot day 
but had a great time. They came into the Club, met 
some of the men, looked around the Club, the Hon-
our Boards , read the noticeboard, looked at the bar 
and the trophy cabinet and decided it was a pretty 
cool place. What really took their imagination was 
when I pointed out to them that at the 150th birthday 
bash of KBC they would be 68. Just the prime time 
for them to be bowling. They gave that the thumbs 
up! They will, I feel sure, forever identify with this 
club and both being leaders in their respective sports 
areas – Angus represented New South Wales at the 

National  Beach Volley Ball 
championships and Mark 
is a rower and cricketer - 
they will no doubt continue 
sporting activities." 
"I wish to take this opportu-
nity to say thank you to the 
members of the Club espe-
cially the menfolk for the 
kindness and caring I have 
received since Bob's 
death. Not once did I go 
home without feeling better 
for having been round 
here." 
 
 

Thank you Pat. We look forward to seeing you at 
the 2017/18 events.   Ed. 

Club Member, Supporter 
and Benefactor. 
 Pat Sinclair reminisces . . 



St Ives 

Thursdays at Killara 

  

SPONSORED BY  SUPPORTER AND CLUB MEMBERSPONSORED BY  SUPPORTER AND CLUB MEMBER  

PHIL JOHNSON.PHIL JOHNSON.  

Thank you Mr.Hooker!Thank you Mr.Hooker!  

WINNING RINK $75.00 RUNNER’S UP $45.00 

JACKPOT INCREMENTS BY $50 PER DAY TO 

MAXIMUM $500. 
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I ain't much for shopping, 
Or for goin' into town. 

Except at cattle-shipping time, 
I ain't too easily found. 

 

But the day came when I had to go - 
I left the kids with Ma. 

But 'fore I left, she asked me, 
'Would you pick me up a bra?' 

 

So without thinkin' I said, 'Sure,' 
How tough could that job be? 

An' I bent down and kissed her, 
An' said, 'I'll be back by three.' 

 

Well, I done the things I needed, 
But I started to regret 

Ever offering to buy that thing - 
I worked me up a sweat 

 

I walked into the ladies shop, 
My hat pulled over my eyes; 
I didn't want to take a chance 

On bein' recognized. 
 

I walked up to the sales clerk - 
I didn't hem or haw - 

I told that lady right straight out, 
'I'm here to buy a bra.' 

 

From behind I heard some snickers, 
So I turned around to see 
Every woman in that store 
Was a'gawkin' right at me! 

 
I 'What kind would you be looking for?' 

Well, I just scratched my head. 
I'd only seen one kind before, 
'Thought bras was bras,' I said. 

 

She gave me a disgusted look, 
'Well sir, that's where you're wrong. 

Follow me,' I heard her say, 
And like a dog, I tagged along. 

 

She took me down this alley 
Where bras was on display. 

I thought my jaw would hit the floor 
When I saw that lingerie. 

 
They had all these different styles 

That I'd never seen before. 
I thought I'd go plumb crazy 
'fore I left that women's store. 

 

They had bras you wear for 18 hours 
And bras that cross your heart. 

There was bras that lift and separate, 
And that was just the start. 

 

They had bras that made you feel 
Like you ain't wearing one at all, 

And bras that you can train in 
When you start off when you're small. 

 

Well, I finally made my mind up - 
Picked a black and lacy one. 
I told the lady, 'Bag it up,' 
And figured I was done. 

 

But then she asked me for the size - 
I didn't hesitate. 

I knew that measurement by heart, 
'A six-and-seven-eighths.' 

 

'Six and seven eighths you say? 
That really isn't right.' 

'Oh, yes ma'am! I'm real positive - 
I measured them last night!' 

 

I thought that she'd go into shock, 
Musta took her by surprise 

When I told her that my wife's bust 
Was the same as my hat size. 

 

'That's what I used to measure with, 
I figured it was fair, 

But if I'm wrong, I'm sorry ma'am.' 
This drew another stare. 

 

By now a crowd had gathered 
And they all was crackin' up, 

When the lady asked to see my hat, 
To measure for the cup. 

 

When she finally had it figured, 
I gave the gal her pay. 

Then I turned to leave the store, 
Tipped my hat and said, 'Good day.' 

 

My wife had heard the story 
'fore I ever made it home. 

She'd talked to fifteen women 
Who called her on the phone. 

 

She was still a-laughin' 
But by then I didn't care. 

Now she don't ask and I don't shop 
For women's underwear. 

 
~ Author Unknown ~  


